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The Republican party will resume control of both 
Houses of Congress for the first time in eight years on 
March 4th. Its majority in the Senate will be scant, but 
sufficient, and in the House of Representatives substantial. 
In point of fact, the size of the Republican victory at the 
polls last November was much larger than is commonly 
realized. 

In 1916, the Democratic majority for President was 
nearly 600,000; in 1918 the Republican majorities for Rep- 
resentatives aggregated more than 1,200,000, — a Republi- 
can gain in the popular vote of approximately 1,800,000 
out of a grand total averaging for the two years 12,800,000. 

In 1916, for President, the Democrats carried 30 
States and the Republicans, 18;*in 1918, for Congress, the 
Democrats carried 19 States and the Republicans, 29 — a 
Republican gain of 11. 

The electoral vote in 1916 was: For Wilson, 277; for 
Hughes, 254,— Democratic majority, 23. 

Upon the basis of the popular vote cast for Represen- 
tatives in 1918, the electoral vote would have been: Repub- 
lican, 342; Democratic, 189; Republican majority, 153, — 
a Republican gain of 176. 

Assuredly a sweeping victory, rendered even more note- 
worthy by the fact that it was achieved over the party in 
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power upon the eve of the successful conclusion of a great 
war. Attempts made now to analyze the causes of the 
turn-over which, in the light of all attendant circum- 
stances, must be regarded as without precedent, would be 
at the least stale and perhaps unprofitable. It suffices the 
present purpose to recall that the chief impelling impulse 
which actuated the people was dissatisfaction with the Ad- 
ministration's conduct of the war. So strong had this feel- 
ing become that appeals to consider the probable ill effect 
upon our Allies were futile, and even the obvious im- 
minence of triumph over the common enemy stirred no 
sense of appreciation of the Government's endeavors. 
America was not doing herself justice ; the men in control 
were incompetent and untrustworthy; that was the long 
and short of it; excuses were of no avail; and the inevitable 
happened. 

President Wilson, we are credibly informed, subse- 
quently lamented the issuance of his extraordinary pro- 
nouncement practically defying the country to repudiate 
his Administration as " the one great political mistake " 
of his career and took his two foremost advisers sharply to 
task for having persuaded him to commit a fatal error. If 
so, he did them grievous injustice. The voices which, con- 
formably to his custom, the President caught from the air 
may have been those of Burleson and Tumulty, but the 
hand that tapped the typewriter was the hand of Wilson, 
and the document that, after much travail, finally emerged 
was no whit less Wilsonvelian than the daringly artful 
mind from which it sprang. 

The famous letter did not lose the election; indeed, in 
States like Kentucky, it helped to stem the tide; the elec- 
tion itself was already lost. Mr. Wilson's impolitic peremp- 
toriness served only to augment the immediate disaster 
and, with far more serious subsequent consequences, to unite 
the opposition. Not only had the campaign of 1916 failed 
to weld together the Republicans and the Progressives, 
but the mutual recriminations which ensued were tending 
to widen the breach in spirit between the two factions when 
Mr. Wilson leaped into the gap, which Mr. Hays, acting 
with rare alertness, was thereupon enabled to close ef- 
fectually. 

Mr. Roosevelt died the acknowledged leader of the 
great party into which he was born. His last written 
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words, pencilled by his own hand a few hours before his 
death and addressed in the form of a memorandum for the 
brilliant young man, for whose selection as Chairman of 
the National organization he was largely responsible, were 
these, as reproduced elsewhere in fac simile: 

"Hays 

see him; he must go to Washington for 10 days; see 
Senate and House; prevent split on domestic policies" 

Here is evidenced as clearly as if the few words filled 
a volume Mr. Roosevelt's realization of both his re- 
sponsibility and his obligation. The simple memorandum 
marked the inauguration of a definite party policy, to be 
carried through to a no less definite conclusion. It was 
more than a passing thought or a mere suggestion. It was 
a Message, signifying the need of immediate and unremit- 
ting vigilance in achieving complete unity of action in re- 
solving domestic problems before attacking those of wider 
range soon to be thrust upon the country, — a true soldier's 
call first to close the ranks. 

Nothing could be more characteristic or more clearly 
illustrative of the breadth of vision, the foresight, the di- 
rectness in method and the painstaking attention of the 
man. Nothing, too, probably could have served his pur- 
pose better than that these words should have been his 
last. Difficult as it is to reconcile one's self to the decree 
of divine Providence that the removal of that great patriot 
at this crucial moment was not untimely, we cannot but 
realize, as he would have been the first to acknowledge, 
that the last vestige of animosities which might have con- 
tinued to impair his highest aspirations was buried with 
him, and thereby the perfect union which he so ardently 
desired against all things un-American was attained. 

Thus we find the Republican party resuming full leg- 
islative authority thoroughly united and invigorated by 
the peculiar confidence which so often carried it to victory 
in former years. Its leadership in the Senate, moreover, 
is of the best.^ The role is new to Mr. Lodge, but his long 
experience, his high intelligence and his amazing industry, 
backed by the splendid traditions of his State and the uni- 
versal respect of both his colleagues and the country, ren- 
der his task comparatively easy. As we write, the Speaker- 
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ship of the House of Representatives is in question. We 
assume, however, that the discredit and danger inherent 
in the selection of Mr. Mann will be averted. The per- 
nicious seniority rule also seems likely to be greatly mod- 
ified, if not abolished entirely, thus affording wider range 
of action upon the floor for those younger members, like 
Mr. Longworth, Mr. Fess, Mr. Frank L. Greene, and Mr. 
Rogers, who have developed unusual capabilities. 

Of yet greater value to the party as an organization 
perhaps is the evolution of Mr. Will H. Hays. We are 
not of those many who hold that the late Senator Hanna 
was " the greatest Chairman the Republican party ever 
had." To our mind, despite his successes, he was the 
worst, incapable of detecting the birth and growth of new 
ideas, wedded completely to the old order and knowing 
only the power of money, whose open recognition gave 
rise to a common resentment which only a Roosevelt could 
have withstood. Mr. Hays is the antithesis of Mr. Hanna. 
Before money he puts brains; before party, principle; be- 
fore expediency, courage; and before all, sincerity. With 
the prestige acquired from the result of the first severe test 
of his capacity, the zeal and indefatigability of Mr. Hays 
constitute an asset such as the Democratic party simply 
does not possess. 

As contrasted with the promising Republican outlook, 
the plight of the Democratic party is pitiable. Early in 
1912 Mr. William Jennings Bryan predicted to the writer 
that, if Mr. Wilson should be elected President, there 
might be a Wilson party, but there would be no Demo- 
cratic party at the end of his period of service. This in- 
teresting prophecy is already, in effect, fulfilled. Mr. Wil- 
son lost no time in demonstrating that his conception of 
leadership was complete mastery and, in this instance at any 
rate, his acts have squared with his words. He has not only 
restricted his appointments sharply to his own faction, but 
he has initiated practically all legislation and has inter- 
fered without hesitation in primaries charged with the 
selection of Democratic candidates for Congress. The 
consequence is a personal control hardly ever before 
equalled and likely to prove irresistible except in one par- 
ticular. 

There is no question whatever that Mr. Wilson could, 
if he would, obtain a second renomination without a 
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dissenting vote, even in the face of the Democratic 
party's solemn pronouncement declaring it to be " the un- 
written law of this Republic, established by custom and 
usage of one hundred years, and sanctioned by the ex- 
amples of the greatest and wisest of those who founded 
and have maintained our government that no man should 
be eligible for a third term of the Presidential office." 
Nor is there much doubt that he could prevent the nomi- 
nation of anyone whose candidacy should be displeasing 
to him. Of his power to dictate the nomination of another 
than himself we feel far less certain. Indeed, we are dis- 
posed to think that at this point the party leaders whom 
he has trampled upon would draw the line and would be 
able to wield sufficient influence to overcome or disinte- 
grate the body of officeholding delegates upon whom the 
Administration would be compelled to rely. As against 
Mr. McAdoo, for example, or Mr. Baker who, as the 
most efficient public official the President has ever known, 
is his " logical " candidate, the combined forces * of 
Speaker Clark, Mr. Bryan and the leading Southern Sen- 
ators would be arrayed almost surely and would prevail. 

Assuming, then, that Mr. Wilson will not accept a re- 
nomination, either in consequence of having realized his 
ambition to become the first President of a Society of Na- 
tions or from apprehension of defeat at the polls, we may 
expect him to retain as much of his power as possible to 
the last moment by the simple method of concealing his 
real intention, and then meet the situation as it may ex- 
ist with characteristic determination. If our previous 
hypotheses should prove to be correct, the outcome would 
be the nomination of one neither personally offensive to 
Mr. Wilson nor objectionable to the opposing leaders,=-- 
not improbably Mr. Thomas Riley Marshall. 

No Republican candidacies have yet been announced 
and none is likely to be advanced seriously during the cal- 
endar year. Here a Fabian policy is unquestionably the 
part of wisdom. Just as with the Wilson party, the man 
will make the issue, so with the Republicans the issue will 
produce the man. As matters now stand, the conflict 
would range widely around the conduct of the war, the 
unpreparedness for peace, government ownership, uni- 
versal training, extravagance, taxation, finance, woman 
suffrage, enforcement of prohibition, executive autocracy, 
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inefficiency and the like, upon all of which the Democrats 
would be put upon the defensive in a most embarrassing 
manner. The tariff will hardly play its accustomed part 
because of common assent that high rates are absolutely 
essential at the moment for both revenue and protection. 

But whether Mr. Wilson achieves his lofty interna- 
tional ambition or, failing that, again audaciously defies 
the people to repudiate his Administration, he will hardly 
care to go to the country upon the record comprising the 
subjects mentioned. In any circumstances, he would reach 
out for a new and overwhelming issue, whose discussion 
would allow full play for his exceptional rhetorical and 
persuasive powers. But even though he should feel su- 
premely confident of his ability to justify his domestic 
policies and performances, he would be unable in this in- 
stance to restrict the test. Gradually but irresistibly the 
overpowering issue of the coming campaign is forming it- 
self in perfect conformity with the President's activities 
abroad and his partially formulated programme at home. 

The issue will be Socialism against Americanism. 

Mr. Wilson no longer represents or speaks for the 
United States, as differentiated from other nations, except 
in so far as doing so enables him technically to translate 
the voices which burn his ears from the air into the service 
of Humanity. He has forsaken Nationalism and espoused 
Internationalism. His proposed League or Association of 
Nations is wide as the world itself and, so far from con- 
ferring benefits upon this country, it not only violates all 
of the traditions of the Fathers of the Republic but, under 
any one of the plans yet suggested, could not fail to add 
greatly to our own burdens, to the enormous advantage of 
Germany and, in lesser degree, of England, France and 
Italy, as well as of the smaller states. 

That so complete a reversal of the established policy, 
under which thus far our own country has achieved its 
marvelous success, would involve tremendous sacrifice and 
constant danger, no advocate of the proposal has, to our 
knowledge, attempted to deny. Whether it would bear to 
all mankind greater benefits than have been conferred 
through the free offering of a safe refuge from oppres- 
sion, of personal liberty, of equal opportunities and equal 
citizenship in a well-ordered land may be a question. 

But there is no doubt that Mr. Wilson is committed 
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irrevocably to his theory. Already the Socialists of Eu- 
rope, in eager response to his fervent appeals, have pro- 
claimed him their leader as opposed to their constituted au- 
thorities, and soon the Bolshevists of Russia will meet in a 
spirit of comradeship the most notable Bolshevist sympa- 
thizer of America, once driven out of the country as a 
teacher of false doctrines and a practicer of flagrant im- 
morality, and now officially delegated by President Wilson 
to act as his personal representative at the Marmora Con- 
ference. 

Only Mr. Samuel Gompers, who flatly refused to at- 
tend the Socialist conference at Berne, at Mr. Wilson's re- 
quest, and his more conservative lieutenants now stand in 
the way of the radical elements of our great labor organi- 
zations falling into line with the herds of Europe behind 
their accepted leader so graphically depicted by Mr. Wil- 
liam Allen White, the colleague of the ex-Reverend 
George D. Herron, as the Pied Piper of the ignorant and 
impressionable masses. 

The extent to which Mr. Wilson will attract our own 
people to his standard of socialistic government, hidden 
within the Society of Nations, has yet to be measured. 
That the obsession has obtained no slight hold and is being 
nurtured zealously at great expense is only too apparent. 
Thus far the non-partisanship of the movement is evi- 
denced by the appearance upon the stump of our former 
and only living former President, Mr. Taft, as the leader 
and chief spokesman of the aggressive propaganda now 
being waged unceasingly throughout the country. 

But such a condition cannot long maintain. The time 
is rapidly approaching when the two great political or- 
ganizations will be compelled to take their stands un- 
equivocally. That the Democratic party will bow sub- 
missively, though sullenly in thousands of instances, to the 
mandate of its ruler is a virtual certainty. But we have 
abiding faith that as soon as the people come to understand 
the real import of the challenge to their independence, 
their reason and their future, the Republican party, under 
its present leadership, will pick up the gage of battle and 
step forward quite ready and fully prepared again to save 
the Union, upon the inevitable issue of — 

Socialism against Americanism 

For ourselves, we welcome the test. It must come some 
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time ; it may as well come now. And we have no question 
of the result. Neither next year nor ever will the Ameri- 
can people vote to denationalize their great Republic. 
Neither next year nor ever will they heed the sinister and 
insidious implorations of false prophets to toss their be- 
loved country into a melting pot to be mashed into a pulp 
of international communism. Neither next year nor ever 
will they yield one jot of their independence or of their 
sovereignty. 

America is no Bolshevist. Patriotism is not dead. Let 
the fight begin ! 

" Trumpeter, sound for the splendor of God! 
Sound for the heights that our fathers trod. 
When truth was truth and love was love, 
With a hell beneath but a heaven above, 
Trumpeter, rally us, rally us, rally us, 
On to the City of God! " 



